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INTRODUCTION

The New Jersey State Library annually compiles statewide library
statistics to help libraries analyze and improve programs and services.
Trustees and library directors use the statistics to develop and
justify budgets and for comparative evaluation of programs, staffing
practices and collection development. School and college library
staffs use the statistics to identify interlibrary loan resources and
to establish cooperative service programs.

Public library services in New Jersey are provided primarily by three
types of libraries:

1) Municipal library established by law following a referendum in
which the majority of voters decided to establish such a library.
It is supported by taxes and is governed by a board, appointed by
the mayor, which must include the mayor and the superintendent of
schools. There are 229 municipal libraries identified in the tables
by an N.

2) County library established by law following a county-wide
referendum approved by a majority of voters. It is supported by
taxes and generally governed by a board known as the county library
commission, composed of five members_ appointed, by the freeholders.
There are 14 county libraries identified in the tables by a C.

3) Association library established, governed and supported by an
association of citizens. Such an association is incorporated, forms
its own constitution, appoints or elects its own board and is

responsible for operation of the library. It may receive tax
support from the local governing body. Only those association
libraries whose services are free to the public are included in this
publication. Some libraries formerly listed as association
libraries are now branches or stations of their county libraries.
Association libraries, numbering 64, are indentified in the tables
by an A.

In addition, there are six joint libraries in New Jersey which are
identified in the tables by a J. A joint library is established by law
following a referendum in two or more municipalities which was approved
by the majority of voters. It is governed by a board appointed by the
mayors of the participating municipalities.

Summary tables show the number and percentage of population served by
public libraries (Tables 1 and 2), libraries according to size of
population served (Table 3), libraries according to total expenditures
(Table 4), libraries according to type and total expenditures (Table
5), and by the Regions of New Jersey (see page 41). Tables showing
individual library statistics by county and a state summary constitute
the body of this publication. These data include the 1990 New Jersey
population figures for population served and the 1992 equalized
valuation. Where a public library is supported by more than one
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municipality, the figures shown represent combined municipalities.
Explanation of the column headings follow. Where data have been taken
from annual public library statistical reports for 1992 the line number
of the report used is given in parentheses at the end of the
explanation of each column heading below.

POPULATION SERVED
The total population of New Jersey as of April 1, 1990, was 7,730,188
as stated in the 1990 Census of Population and Housing-Summary
Population and Housing Characteristics-New Jersey, issued in August
1991 by the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of the Census. An
estimated 7,659,289 of this population were served by a public library,
defined as accessibility to a public library within a municipal
boundary or to service provided by a county library. As indicated in
the tables, two municipalities contract for library service. Their
populations total 13,902. The remainder of the population, 56,997, is
unserved, residing in municipalities not served by a county library or
any local library.

The population served by a county library is the total of all
municipalities which provide tax support, including the populations of
the member-libraries listed below the county-library entry.

EQUALIZED VALUATION
Equalized valuation of municipalities is supplied by the Division of
Taxation, New Jersey Department of Treasury, 1992. Amounts are shown
to the nearest thousand dollars and exclude municipalities which do not
officially support library services. For county libraries, the
equalized valuation reported is the total of all municipalities which
provide tax support.

INCOME: LOCAL TAX
Local tax support is shown as reported by individual libraries as the
sum of appropriated and additional tax support. (Line 14)

NOTE: Calculation of State Library Per Capita Aid is based on amounts
expended from municipal or county budgets for library purposes.

INCOME:
PER CAPITA STATE AID
Amounts shown as per capita state aid were reported as paid in 1992 to
municipalities and counties with libraries. State Aid to network
contract libraries and emergency aid/incentive grants are not shown in
this column. (Line 16)

INCOME: TOTAL
Amounts shown are library operating income from all sources (Line 24),
but excluding the balance brought forward from the prior year (Line
11). State aid to network contract libraries and emergency
aid/incentive grants are included. (Line 24 Line 11)
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EXPENDITURES: SALARIES, WAGES AND BENEFITS
Amounts reported here include salaries, wages and fringe benefits paid
in 1992 to all library employees, including maintenance personnel,
whether paid from the library budget or from the municipal or county
budget. Retirement benefits paid are excluded. (Line 28)

EXPENDITURES: LIBRARY MATERIALS
Included are the amounts expended for books, periodicals, newspapers,
microforms, all other non-print materials and binding. (Line 33)

EXPENDITURES: TOTAL
Total expenditures for 1992 as reported by libraries, represent current
operations and exclude amounts spent for capital improvements,
repayment of loans, etc. The difference of total expenditures, less
those for salaries, wages and benefits and for library materials,
represents all other operating expenditures. (Line 37)

NOTE: Total expenditures may exceed total income, since the balance
carried forward from 1991 (Line 11) has been deducted to yield current-
year income.

PER CAPITA: LOCAL EXPENDITURES
These amounts are derived by dividing total expenditures by population
served. This column excludes amounts paid by municipalities in support

of county libraries.

PER CAPITA: EXPENDITURES INCLUDING COUNTY TAX
For county libraries and county-library members, these amounts are
derived from the sum of total local expenditures and county-library tax
support paid, divided by population served. (While amounts paid by
municipalities in support of a county library are not printed in these
,tables, they are included in these computations and were taken from
county abstracts of ratables.)

STAFF: PROFESSIONAL CERTIFIED
Numbers appearing in this column represent full-time and part-time
librarians who hold New Jersey Professional Librarian Certifications.
(Line 42a)

STAFF: FULL TIME
In this column, the number of individuals working full-time for a
minimum of 30 hours per week as of December 1992 is reported. (Line

39b)

STAFF: FULL TIME EQUIVALENTS (FTE)
This column represents the total of part-time and full-time employees
equated to a number of full-time positions. The minimum work week is
assumed to be 30 hours. (Line 42b)
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VOLUMES OWNED YEAR END
These amounts represent the number of books (including books in
microform if cataloged) reported as owned at the end of 1992. Other
materials which are prepared, cataloged and recorded in the same manner
as books are also reported here. (Line 47b)

VOLUMES: PER CAPITA
These amounts are derived by dividing the number of volumes owned at
the end of the year by the population served.

VOLUMES: PURCHASED DURING YEAR
This column reports the number of volumes purchased (including books in
microform if cataloged) by public libraries in 1992 exclusive of gifts
and volumes supplied by county libraries. (Line 45b)

TOTAL CIRCULATION
Reported here is the total circulation of library materials, adult and
juvenile, including reciprocal borrowing, loans of library materials in
bulk to other institutions and interlibrary loans. (Line 58)

SUBSCRIBED PERIODICALS
Numbers shown equal reported number of current paid subscription
titles, including newspapers and magazines other than annuals, at the
end of 1992. (Line 48)

HOURS OPEN WEEKLY
This column reports the number of hours per week the main library was
open for public service during the major part of 1992. (Line 60)

AVERAGES

Averages have been calculated for county-member subtotals, county
summaries, and state totals for the following columns: Per Capita Local
Expenditures, Per Capita Expenditures Including County Tax, Volumes Per
Capita, and Hours Open Weekly.

-4-
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AVERAGE PRICE PAID FOR BOOKS IN 1992
BY NEW JERSEY PUBLIC LIBRARIES

Average Price Paid Per Volume in 1992: $14.99

Many libraries use the average price per volume to assist in setting
their budgets for library materials and to meet the State Library Aid
Administrative-Code criteria for number of volumes purchased. As
detailed in the New Jersey Administrative Code, 6:68-2.5(b), the funds
spent for audiovisual materials, electronic reference services, and
computer software when divided by the average price paid per volume in
the most-recent year published, gives an equivalent number of volumes
which may be added to the number of print volumes purchased.
Alternately, the total materials expenditure (except periodicals) may
be divided by the average price per volume to yield the total number of
volumes purchased.

From the 1992 annual statistical reports, Line 29 (Columns a+b),
"Expenditures for Books," totaled $21,624,166 for the 295 public
libraries reporting. The net total of line 45, "Book Stock: Number of
Volumes Purchased," was 1,442,092. Thus, the average price per volume
purchased in 1992 was $14.99.

The $14.99 average price for 1992 will be used in 1994 for calculation
of the FY 1995 State Library Aid requirement for the number of volumes
purchased in 1993.



PER CAPITA EXPENDITURE FOR NEW JERSEY PUBLIC LIBRARIES BY COUNTY,
RANKED FOR 1992 AND SELECTED PRIOR YEARS

County
Per Capita

Expenditures

1992 1991 1990

Rank

1989 1988 1983 19781992

Morris $38.08 1 1 3 1 1 1 3

Essex $37.94 2 2 2 3 2 2 1

Bergen $36.35 3 3 4 2 3 4 4

Cape May $36.11 4 4 1 7 7 3 5

Warren $35.73 5 5 9 11 10 10 9

Somerset $33.74 6 6 5 6 5 5 6

Middlesex $33.50 7 7 7 5 6 6 8

Mercer $33.23 8 8 6 4 4 9 7

Atlantic $31.49 9 10 12 10 11 11 19

Union $29.44 10 9 8 8 8 7 2

Ocean $27.28 11 12 11 14 15 16 18

Hunterdon $25.85 12 11 10 9 9 8 13

Passaic $23.41 13 13 13 15 16 18 11

Monmouth $22.75 14 14 15 16 14 17 12

Sussex $21.55 15 15 16 12 12 13 15

Hudson $20.93 16 16 14 13 13 12 10

Burlington $19.48 17 17 17 17 17 15 16

Gloucester $18.34 18 19 20 20 20 20 21

Cumberland $17.92 19 18 18 18 18 14 14

Camden $17.07 20 20 19 19 19 19 17

Salem $7.72 21 21 21 21 21 21 20

STATEWIDE AVG. $28.63
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New Jersey Population Not Served by Public Libraries,
By County and Municipality

(1990 Census Population)

County (N) Municipality 1990
Pooul

Bergen Alpine 1,716
Moonachie 2,817
Rockleigh 270
Saddle River 2,950
South Hackensack 2,106
Teterboro 22
Woodcliffe Lake 5,303

(7) 15,184

Essex Essex Fells 2,139
North Caldwell 6,706

(2) 8,845

Hudson (1) East Newark 2,157

Middlesex (1) Helmetta 1,211

Passaic (1) Prospect Park 5,053

Salem Alloway Twp. 2,795
Elsinboro Twp. 1,170
Lower Alloways

Creek Township 1,858
Mannington Twp. 1,693
Oldmans Twp. 1,683
Pittsgrove Twp. 8,121
Quinton Twp. 2,511
Upper Pittsgrove Twp. 3,140

(8) 22,971

Union (1) Winfield Twp. 1,576

New Jersey (21) Total Unserved Population 56,997
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